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also in 2 Maccabees, but edited pretty thoroughly with patriotic Ten- 
denz. In a word, the critical historian must use both books with 
great caution, even suspicion. 

Shailer Mathews. 
The University of Chicago. 



Facsimiles of the Fragments Hitherto Recovered of 
the Book of Ecclesiasticus in Hebrew. Oxford : 
The University Press, and Cambridge: The University Press; 
New York: Frowde, 1900. Pp. 6, plates 60. #5, net. 

Five years ago when Dr. Schechter published in the Expositor the 
first leaf of the Hebrew Ecclesiasticus recovered, he expressed the hope, 
raised by that discovery, that other fragments of the original would 
come to light. How astonishingly that hope has already been realized 
this splendid edition shows. To the single leaf brought by Mrs. Lewis 
from Palestine there have been added twenty-nine, in which thirty-nine 
of the fifty-one chapters of the Greek are represented in greater or less 
completeness. In 1897 the nine leaves now in the Bodleian were pub- 
lished; in 1899 two leaves from the British Museum, four from one 
manuscript in the Taylor- Schechter collection, and seven from another 
in the same; in 1900 two leaves belonging to Mr. Adler, two from a 
third manuscript in the Taylor-Schechter collection, one belonging to 
M. Gaster, one from one manuscript in the library of the Consistoire 
israelite in Paris, and one from another manuscript in the same 
library. The ten leaves or groups of leaves thus far recovered are thus 
scattered among the collections of Oxford, Cambridge, London, and 
Paris, and the need for such an edition as the present has thus been 
very great. 

These ten groups of leaves represent but four manuscripts, here 
designated A, B, C, D. To A belong four Taylor-Schechter leaves and 
Mr. Adler's leaf; to B, seven Taylor-Schechter leaves, the two British 
Museum leaves, the leaf belonging to Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson, and 
the nine leaves in the Bodleian. To C belong two Taylor-Schechter 
leaves, M. Gaster's leaf, and a leaf belonging to the Consistoire isradl- 
ite ; while D is represented by the single remaining leaf in the same 
library. 

But for a brief explanatory note and a table showing by chapter and 
verse number what each manuscript page contains, this edition con- 
sists entirely of facsimile plates. It seems a strange omission that the 
explanatory note, which constitutes a brief catalogue of the fragments 
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recovered, with the names of their owners and the place of first publi- 
cation, does not contain a brief description of each manuscript, with 
some hint of source, date, dimensions, material, and condition ; not 
all of which can be readily determined from the study of the facsimiles. 
There are sixty plates, each occupying a single detached sheet, and 
they leave nothing to be desired in the way of beauty, fidelity, or con- 
venience. In printing the facsimiles on but one side of single 
detached leaves, and inclosing these loose sheets in a stout cloth case, 
the publishers have probably followed what was, in spite of its obvious 
disadvantages, the most practical plan, as it not only facilitates the 
immediate study and comparison of the leaves found, but makes pos- 
sible the insertion of facsimiles of such other leaves as may yet be recov- 
ered. In this splendid edition the great English universities have 
done students of the Wisdom of Sirach a very great and timely service. 

Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 



Die griechische Sprache im Zeitalter des Hellenismus. 
Beitrage zur Geschichte und Beurteilung der KOINH. Von 
Albert Thumb. Strassburg: Karl J. Triibner, 1901. Pp. 

viii + 275. M. 7. 

As we are told in the preface, the purpose of the author was to 
sketch the problems and needs of the investigation of the Kowj, and, 
on the basis of what has previously been accomplished, to exhibit in 
brief some important chapters from the history of the Hellenistic lan- 
guage, as well as to carry forward these chapters by the author's own 
investigations. , Thumb has fully attained his end in the six chapters 
into which the book is divided. 

In the first chapter, which treats the idea and extent of the Kowj, 
the KoiviJ is defined as " the whole development of the Greek language, 
as used by the people and in daily intercourse, from the time of Alex- 
ander the Great up to the close of antiquity." By "Hellenism" one 
understands the epoch in which Greek civilization became the world - 
civilization, the Hellenistic language being, therefore, what we more 
concisely term the Koivij. Since the development of the Greek lan- 
guage has been continuous, modern Greek is a legitimate descendant 
in the family of this ever-living speech, and hence is of great impor- 
tance in deciding questions concerning the Kom/, which it follows in 
line of descent. This is a fact which is being more clearly recognized 



